Spring Term 2
Newsletter
Upcoming Dates
Fri

8th

April – Last Day of Term – Non uniform day, donation via ParentPay
Monday 25th April – First day back

Dear Parents/Carers,
We have made it to the end of term 2 with just one more term to go until the summer break; time is
running away with us! It has been lovely to welcome parents and other family members to the
parents’ events in each classroom, showcasing the fantastic work that has been going on. The
school council have been busy planning the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and the newly formed
Eco Schools Committee are working towards the School’s Eco Award.
As part of our votes for school assemblies, the children have been learning about refugees across
the world and they expressed that they would like to raise money for those people who have been
affected by war or disaster. We have therefore had a non-uniform day on Friday 8th April 2022
with donations going to the Refugee Council.
The choir did us proud on Tuesday 5th April
2022 at the Schools Prom at St George’s Hall
in Bradford. They have been practicing for
weeks and they performed brilliantly. The
children were, once again, well behaved and
were great ambassadors for our school. Well
done to all involved and I hope parents enjoyed
it too. The next performance is at Young Voices
held at Sheffield Arena on 27th April 2022.
After the Easter Holidays, we will be welcoming families to join us for our celebration assembly in
the hall each Friday morning at 9am. The children will be presented with their stars of the week
certificates and are welcome to bring any other awards they have received from out of school
clubs. If you wish to attend celebration assembly on a Friday Morning (starting on Friday 29 th
April 2022), then please enter school through the external hall door.
I hope you have a lovely Easter break and let’s all hope we get some much needed
sunshine.
Take care and stay safe.

Kirsty Hutchinson

Governor Update – Helen Collins (SEND)
A little earlier in the Spring term, Leanne Ruddock (SENCO) and I managed to
squeeze in a catch-up meeting to discuss SEND (special educational needs and
disabilities) at Harden. In terms of an overview, Harden supports just over 15%
of its children with an SEND need, which is in line with the national average.
SEND children is any child who may need something different or extra to their
peers to help them achieve and make progress. At Harden, the most common
area of need is Dyslexia. (According to the British Dyslexia Association, around 10% of adults in
the UK live with Dyslexia!)
It was pleasing to see that all children are monitored carefully, and progress is reviewed regularly.
Any children who seem to be struggling are quickly identified by teachers and follow up monitoring
is carried out by the SENCO. There is a clear emphasis on parental involvement and working
together as a team around the child.
Staff training and development has been in direct response to the children’s needs and all staff
have had further training around interventions and ways to support children with Dyslexia.
What next? Although the children are very good at accepting and including their peers with
additional needs, we’d love for our children to share their SEND voice, both with their peers and
staff. This is so that children develop resilience and independence around communicating their
needs for when they move onto secondary school and beyond. We’d love to hear from parents if
you have any ideas around this, so please do get in touch! parents@hardenprimaryacademy.co.uk
Helen Collins - SEND Governor

Recommended Reads
We are often asked to recommend new books suitable for the different year groups, so here are
our top picks of this month! If you have any great ‘Reads’, come and see Mrs Ruddock or Miss C
Hall so we can share!
Recommended Read for KS1 Show and Tell – Rob Biddulph (aged 4+)

Miss Roe recommended this book for children in years
Reception and above. It’s one for everyone to enjoy! The story
is about children in class 2L. They have been set the challenge
to impress their teacher, Mr Lumsden, by bringing in the best
show and tell. The child that impresses the most, wins a prize!
The children use their imagination to bring in all kinds of objects
including animals, racing cars, spaceships, and even the
moon! School has never been so much fun, but who will win
the prize? I loved this story, it made me laugh so much and I
can’t wait to hear what you all think. If you read it let me know
your thoughts. Miss Roe

Recommended Read for 8+

Running Wild – Michael Morpurgo
Mrs Bi recommends ‘Running Wild’. The story is about a young
boy -Will – who tragically lost his father in a war. Will and his
mother are completely heartbroken at the sudden loss. Will’s
grandma thinks it would be a good idea for them to go on holiday
to Malaysia -where Will’s mother is originally from.
Whilst taking a ride on an elephant called Oona, the elephant
becomes very scared and runs into the jungle with Will on her
back. What scared her? A tsunami: a huge killer wave moves
inwards towards the land.
After a few days, Will and Oona become great friends. They have
a great adventure through the jungle. Will is alone with Oona for
months. It is incredible! He learns to live in the jungle but then,
one day, an evil man called Mr. Anthony decides to burn down
the jungle to grow palm oil trees. During the story, Will gets
captured and finds himself in danger numerous times.
Find out if Will and his friends survive by reading the book. This is
a story of survival. It is full of fun and exciting events, but it will
also make you cry (like I did!)
Do you think you could survive if this happened to you? After
reading this, I think I would survive -especially if I had Oona the
elephant with me!

PTFA – Thank you
The PTFA and school would like to thank all our parents and carers for contributing to the Mother’s
Day gifts. We hope you enjoyed the lovely daffodils and home-made vases. We would also like to
thank Julia Umpleby, a local florist, and Hannah Cummins for all their help and support with this
event.

Food Bank
The Food Bank were overwhelmed with the food and supplies that you all donated. Thank you.

Holiday clubs
Please see the end of this newsletter for holiday clubs/camps that are being offered in the village
during the Easter holidays.

Cleo’s Fundraiser
Cleo in Year 1 is raising money to help the people of Ukraine with a sponsored read-athon. She is
going to read as many books as she can in a specific amount of time. Cleo has her own
JustGiving page at
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/cleo-readathon-ukraine?utm_term=xzBwyqvx5 the funds
will go to the Ukrainian Crisis Fund for LIFE Church Warsaw, who are involved directly in aid work.
She has already raised £800, let’s see how much more she can raise! Well done, Cleo, what a
lovely idea. Cleo has also made it into the T&A, you can read her article here:
https://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/20043905.cleo-6-completes-read-a-thon-helpchildren-ukraine/

School Council
This half term we have reformed and
elected our ‘Student Council’ who were put
to work straight away to organise our comic
relief day in school, which raised an
amazing £404!! They are also busy planning
our Queen’s Jubilee celebrations that will
take place in school on Thursday 9th June
and Friday 10th June. More detail on this will
follow soon. One of the longer-term projects
of the school council is to make the school more ‘Fair trade aware’ and we are currently working
towards an award for this. Becoming a Fairtrade School means joining a worldwide movement – a
movement where young people learn that whatever their age, they have the power to make a
difference in the world. It offers a great opportunity to look at global issues such as where our food
comes from and how we are connected to people around the world. We look forward to keeping
you informed about this over the next term.

Well done Evie B
Evie in Year 6 has been successful in securing a place with English Youth Ballet, taking part in 3
full length ballet performances of Coppelia at St George's Hall in Bradford. If you would like to see
Evie perform, details can be found on the flyer below. Well done Evie we are very proud of you.

Reception update
This half term Reception have really enjoyed their topic “Come Outside”. To begin with, they
explored this topic by looking at the four seasons including the weather, clothes and activities
associated with each one. They have also explored minibeasts and the term “microhabitats”,
planted a variety of different plants, looked at the different parts of a plant and researched how to
care for plants. Reception have received their own caterpillars and are watching their life cycle
unfold. The children have really got stuck in with this topic and showed real interest and
enthusiasm towards their learning.

Year 1 update
Year 1 have been busy this half term exploring the world, climbing beanstalks, and looking at
animals! Last week they went on a school trip to Nell Bank in Ilkley and had an amazing time. The
whole day was spent outdoors looking at animal habitats and their senses. They pretended to be
badgers, moles, owls, rabbits and weasels. After reading the Owl Babies story in a tree house, the
children were lucky enough to see owl babies for themselves. To finish off their exciting day, the
children enjoyed pond dipping and playing in the musical playground.
Back in the classroom, Year 1 have been focussing on the world and had a virtual tour by
boarding the classroom aeroplane, visiting all the continents and then recalled some fantastic facts
about them!

Year 2 update
This half term in science, year 2 have been focussing on materials and looking specifically at the
suitability of different materials to make a moving object. The children explored materials, then
designed a parachute and aeroplane, labelling the materials that were suitable and identifying
ones that weren’t. Next the children created their models out of carboard boxes and tubes. The
models were then tested and they evaluated how well they had turned out.

Year 3 update
Year 3 have been learning all about Fairtrade Football on their topic day. The children researched
all about how Fairtrade affects the overseas workers, who make footballs, and only receive 50p
per football they stich (The football then goes on sale for £50). The children found out that
Fairtrade footballs help to give the workers fair pay and help to finance projects aimed at
improving their quality of life. The class played a game of football in the hall, they were split into 4
teams, but the children soon complained that the teams were not fair. They discussed about what
Fairness meant and worked together to alter the rules and make the competition fair. Year 3 then
designed a poster to highlight the benefits of buying Fairtrade.

Year 4 update
Year 4 have been extremely busy producing some amazing work. In science they have
investigated pitch in their sound topic, the children played different instruments, identified patterns
in pitch and explained how they make low and high sounds. In PE, they have enjoyed gymnastics
where they practiced balancing individually and then worked in pairs to produce a sequence of
balances. Year 4 have also accomplished painting with watercolours, using variety of techniques
to create different effects, on their landscape paintings with fantastic results!

Year 5 update
Year 5 have been learning all about Saltaire and comparing life in the past to life
now. Their topic began with a visit from a local historian who enthralled them with
tales from life in the times of Sir Titus Salt. Year 5 have also visited the village
last week and completed a trail to locate landmarks and visited Salts Mill to look
at the history of the mill. During their trip they also visited the gallery to observe
artwork completed by David Hockney who we have been studying in Art.
In DT, year 5 have been learning the technique of weaving and whilst they were
at the mill, they were able to see the machines involved in the process all those
years ago.

Year 6 update
This half term, Year 6 have been playing various team-building games, which promote focus,
increased productivity, and cooperation. The first game was 'River Crossing,' which is a great way
to enhance group efforts in the pursuit of a common goal. It favours the bonding of individuals and
builds an environment where people become more inclined to help one another, as part of a
team. All players positioned themselves on one side of the river. Each team received an equal
amount of “rocks”. Year 6 were asked to analyse the situation at hand (e.g. the distance of the
river) and come up with a strategy (e.g. how the “rocks” will be placed / how the members will
make their movements) in the given amount of time. The first team to make it across the river,
which was Harris' team, won the game!
The second team-building game was 'Pipeline.' This game provides participants an opportunity to
plan and communicate as a team, to learn how to overcome difficulties together and to make
changes to the original plan in order to complete a task. Each team was given a ball, 3 tube halves
and a bucket. Year 6 had five minutes to plan how they would get the ball from one side of the hall
to the other, following a set of rules.

Online Safety

COMMUNITY SECTION
Harden Gala
Harden Village Gala is being held on Saturday 18th June. There will be
a parade through the village and fair type activities/stalls at Harden park
in the big field. We will let you know the theme for the Gala after the
Easter Holidays.

Harden Horticultural Society
The Harden horticultural Society would like to encourage
children to plant a sunflower over the Easter holidays and enter
it in their Sunflower competition at the Horticulutural show on
11th September. There is a £25 prize for the tallest sunflower
grown by a Harden Primary School student.

Free Learn to Cycle Events for Children & Adults
We have been notified of some free ‘learn to cycle’ events which are being held during the
holidays for both children and adults. Please click on the link below to book your free session:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/go-velo-holiday-sessions-pendle20129268401?fbclid=IwAR05apf4Sd7qJBBK_-ZaoWeue_ura1PeBAdtUI9z6kmRPPGGiMya4ECx6I

