Summer Term 1
Newsletter
Upcoming Dates
Friday 27th May – Last Day of Term
THURSDAY 9th June – School Re-opens
9th & 10th June – Jubilee Celebrations

Dear Parents/Carers,
We have had a very busy start to the summer term and have enjoyed many trips and workshops
that have enhanced our learning in the last few weeks. All the children across school have worked
hard, and over these few short weeks, the Year 6 and Year 2 children have completed their SATs
work. In addition, we have had many children representing our school, and continuing to make us
proud; with our choir’s latest performance at Young Voices in Sheffield and Year 5 and 6
representatives competing in the Brownlee triathlon at Bradford Grammar. All our children have
made us very proud with their determination, independence, and positive attitude in everything
that is asked of them.
Children in Years 1 to 6 have also enjoyed a Drumba workshop, kindly paid for by the PTFA,
which inspired children to have fun with a high-energy workout session comprising of a mix of
popular music whilst learning the drums and beating a custom-made drum pad. KS2 children have
also enjoyed a specialist street dancing workshop delivered to them by Urban Strides. This gave
them an exciting opportunity to develop a new skill, gain physical confidence and be inspired by
passionate performers to develop a style of ‘Breaking', Locking, Popping, Hip Hop, or House
dance!

.

Now we have finally got back to ‘normal’, children from across school have continued to have the
curriculum enhanced by many exciting trips. Reception have visited ‘The Rail Story’ at Keighley
Worth Valley Railway and enjoyed researching the history of transport. Year 2 enhanced their
science and geography work with a very exciting trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park, where they were
fantastic ambassadors of the school asking many questions and exploring as much of the park as
possible. As part of the Year 5 topic, crime and punishment, the class have visited Ripon
museums. The children were able to re-enact a court case from the 1800s, visit a police station
with cells and take part in activities in a workhouse. The visit was successful, and the children

were well and truly hooked into their topic. Year 6 enjoyed a well-earned trip to St Ives, and now
look forward to their residential to Ingleborough. As well as all this, Year 3’s trip to Magna and
Year 4’s visit to Lotherton Hall are coming up shortly. What a busy term it is!
You have received some information about our impending Jubilee celebrations, all of which have
been planned by our Student Council. The celebrations will include history, art and food
technology, as well as lots of other planned learning opportunities such as writing to the Queen,
creating a time capsule and gardening. The children have been asked to come to school on Friday
10th June dressed up as Kings and Queens, or in red, white and blue. We would love for each
child to wear or make themselves a crown (or tiara), as we will be having a ‘Crown Jewel run’ as
part of our event.
As well as our upcoming Sports Day afternoons that you are invited to, we have planned activities
to welcome you back into our classrooms over the summer term and look at how our learning has
progressed. Look out for all these details and dates below. Year 6 will receive separate
communication about of their events.
Take care and have a restful break.

Leanne Ruddock, Head of School &
Kirsty Hutchinson, Executive Headteacher
Governor Update
Duncan Jacques, CEO of Exceed Academies Trust
It has been a busy time in the life of Harden Primary School and as one of your Local Governors
(Trust Representative) I’m pleased to say that the school continues to make good progress in a
number of areas. You will already know that your Headteacher, Kirsty Hutchinson, has been
promoted to the role of Executive Headteacher of both Harden Primary School and the Trust’s
newest Sponsored Academy, Glenaire Primary School. We were delighted for Kirsty when she
was successful in her application and subsequent interview, and she has already taken up and
made impact in her new role. Kirsty’s promotion has also enabled a promotion opportunity for
Leanne Ruddock, who is now the Head of School at Harden, and both Leanne and Kirsty
presented really effectively as a new leadership structure to Governors at the most recent
meeting. We are also really pleased that Trustees signed off further improvements to the outside
play areas at Harden and that the school will be receiving a new mini-bus in the next academic
year.
Exceed Academies Trust will be joined by another Bradford Primary School, Bowling Park, at
some point in the Autumn term. We are hoping for a 1st September conversion but there are
sometimes unavoidable delays in the process so we have our fingers crossed. The new
Government white paper on Educational reforms is suggesting that all schools become part of a
strong Multi-Academy Trust by 2030 and so we expect to see further interest locally over the next
few years.
It seems unusual that our children and young people are sitting assessments and exams again
after a break of two years during the pandemic and we wish them all good luck in their efforts.
Teachers and support staff across our Trust schools have worked tremendously hard to try to
catch up the lost learning that has undoubtably occurred during Covid. We are not out of the

woods yet and we continue to see isolated cases in both staff, pupils and students as the year
progresses. It has been a very difficult time for everyone and we would urge you to talk to your
child’s teacher if you have concerns over their wellbeing.
We have been delighted that we have been able to support a number of families and their children
fleeing the war in Ukraine; it must be such a difficult and devastating time for all those caught up in
this terrible situation. I know the staff and pupils at Harden have offered their new arrivals the
warmest of Yorkshire welcomes.
As we break for a half-term which contains an additional Bank Holiday to celebrate the Queens
Platinum Jubilee, may we take this opportunity to wish you a lovely peaceful
and relaxing break and to enjoy any celebrations that you are able to
participate in.
Kind regards

CEO Duncan Jacques
CBE & NLE

Golden Ticket Winners
Congratulations to last term’s Golden Ticket
winners who enjoyed their well-deserved treat at
Woodbank Garden Centre with Archie.

Piano cover
A huge thank you to Vicky Foster for making a new back
cover for the school piano, you will be able to admire it whilst
in Celebration Assembly.

Donations to the Refugee Council
A huge thank you to you all for your generous contributions on the ‘non uniform day’ we held
before the holidays. You helped to raise £366.00 for the Refugee Council who will use the money
to help people affected by war and disaster.

PTFA & Fathers Day Shop
The PTFA have been busy planning various upcoming events. For Father’s Day we have given
our Father’s Day shop a bit of a twist. The children are helping to create their own personalised gift
for their Dad or Daddy. This activity will take place in school day during lessons and will then be
brought home on Friday 17th June ready for Father’s Day on Sunday 19th June. The cost of
taking part is £3 to paid via ParentPay by 16th June. If you would like to follow the PTFA on
Facebook, their page is. https://www.facebook.com/groups/213807845854941/

Recommended Reads
We are often asked to recommend new books suitable for the different year groups, so here are
our top picks of this month! If you have any great ‘Reads’, come and see Mrs Ruddock or Miss C
Hall so we can share!
Recommended Read

The Enchanted Wood – The Magic Faraway Tree by Enid Blyton

Miss Bearder recommends this book for Year 2 and 3 children.
Could you choose between the land of birthdays or the land of
toys? The Enchanted Wood is a captivating story set in a
magical land! Joe, Beth and Frannie move right next door to
an enchanted wood and discover the faraway tree with its
many lands. They make new friends, slide down the slippery
slip and go to a fancy-dress feast. This is one of my favourite
books that will spark your imagination. Happy reading! Miss
Bearder.

Recommended Read

Loki – A bad god’s guide to being good by Louie Stowell
Mrs Connor would like to recommend this book for children
in Year 5 and 6. Loki, a god and mighty prankster has been
banished to live on Earth as an eleven-year-old boy. To get
back home he must: do good deeds (which he finds soooo
tedious), go to school (as if) and put up with Thor (who he
finds so annoying). I found this book laugh out loud funny as
it is written in the style of a journal and the illustrations help
to visualise Loki’s thoughts. I would highly recommend this
book to anyone with a sense of humour and those that find
reading overwhelming.

Parent Events
Please find below dates of our summer term Parent Events.
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Friday 15th July 2:15pm
Wednesday 13th July 9am
Wednesday 13th July 2:15pm
Tuesday 19th July 9am
Thursday 14th July 2:15pm
Tuesday 12th July 9am
Wednesday 20th July 2pm & 6pm

Sports Day
Please find below details of our upcoming Sports Days.

Year Group
KS1
(Rec, Y1 & Y2)

Venue
Harden Primary KS1 Playground – Enter via
the big blue gates in the staff car park.

Date & Time
Friday 8th July @ 1pm

KS2
(Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y3)

Harden Cricket Club (opp Woodbank) but
please don’t park in Woodbank.

Thursday 7th July @ 1pm

Young Voices
The choir had an absolutely amazing day at Young Voices on Wednesday 27th April. They worked
alongside a world-renowned conductor to rehearse and perform as part of a choir of over 5000
children. They were joined in the concert by fabulous performers including Urban Strides street
dance team and the world champion beatboxers "The Beatbox Collective" who taught the children,
staff and parents to beat box. It was a fabulous day and the children really did the school proud
with their impeccable behaviour, fantastic singing and boundless enthusiasm.

Triathlon
Some Yr5 and Yr6 children were invited to take part in the Brownlee mini triathlon at Bradford
Grammar School. They had to complete: 50m swimming, 800m cycling and then 300m running.
We are incredibly proud of all the children who took part and successfully completed the challenge
earning themselves a medal and a goody bag!

Reception update
Reception’s theme this half term has been “Ticket to ride” where the children have been exploring
transport from the past, in comparison with transport today. Throughout their learning the children
have had a real interest in space. They have enjoyed finding out about the different planets,
investigated different astronauts that have travelled to space - including Dr Mae Jemison and
enjoyed creating rockets with different materials such as junk modelling and construction blocks.

To enhance their topic, Reception took a trip to Worth Valley Railway. The children were excited to
explore old steam trains, investigating how they look different to the trains we see now. They
investigated how poorer people travelled in comparison to the wealthy, found teddy bears hidden
around the trains and even took a ride on a working steam train! The day was full of learning and
excitement, and the behaviour from the children was impeccable. We couldn’t be
prouder.

Year 1 update
This half term Year 1 have been learning about ‘people who help us’. Their Florence Nightingale
topic began with their classroom being transformed into a Victorian hospital with dirty (fake)
bandages, buckets for toilets and a lack of electricity! The children took part in a ‘hot seating’
Florence, with many questions to ask and in English, the children continued with this theme by
thinking about people in their lives who ‘help us’ which culminated in them writing letters to those
people thanking them for all that they do. Year 1 were also lucky enough to have a visit from
Nurse Hirst who spoke to the children about how they help people. The children were in a buzz of
excitement and had lots of questions to ask.
.

Year 2 update
Year two had an amazing visit to Yorkshire Wildlife Park to learn about how animals are adapted
to their habitats. We had a fascinating session with one of the wildlife rangers who taught us about
different animals and even allowed us to meet some of the creatures up close. Lots of us were
brave enough to hold the giant snails and hissing cockroaches and also to stroke Monty the
snake. During the day we saw many different animals from across the continents - polar bears,
wallabies (with joeys), lions, giraffes and lemurs to name some of the highlights. The children were
all amazing ambassadors for the school and enjoyed learning more by asking the keepers
questions as we went around.

Year 3 update
This half term, year 3 have been learning all about the Ancient Greeks. They started their topic by
playing Ancient Greek children’s games and looking at the origin of the Olympics. They have also
found out all about the Greek Gods and Goddesses. The children loved finding out what the
personalities of each of the Gods were and have been including them within their creative writing.

In Art, we have been studying the work of Andy Warhol and the children are in the process of
creating their own piece of pop art in a similar style. Look out for pictures on MarvellousMe!

This week, Noah has impressed us all by leading year 3 into the top 100 classes worldwide on
Spelling Shed! He has earned over 115,000,000 points and encouraged the rest of the class to log
on and help him. Well done, Noah. Keep up the hard work!

Year 4 update
Year 4 have had a busy half term; this week they joined a live stream called Rocking and Rolling
numbers which is linked to TT Rockstars and took part in a successful world record. The children
recited their times tables and learnt a rap with dance moves.
In science, Year 4 have looked at the human digestive system and teeth, then compared these to
different animals, identifying why animals have different teeth based on what they eat.
In geography, the children looked at contrasting locations, learning about a small village in Zambia
and made comparisons to life in Harden village. The children have been focusing on using pencils
to create texture and tone in art and the have produced some amazing work, showing off
techniques they have learnt.

Year 5 update
Year 5 have been learning all about 'Crime and Punishment' and exploring how things have
changed over time. They began their learning all the way back in Roman times, and have made
comparisons along the way with Tudors, Victorians, and finally to the 21st Century. To further
engage in this topic, they went on a trip to Ripon Museums. They visited the Prison & Police
Museum to learn all about the crime, prisons, and the unusual punishments of the 1800s. After
that, they visited the courthouse and carried out a role play of a recorded trial that had taken place
there over 150 years ago. Finally, they visited the workhouse to experience what life may have
been like for those with no home in 1800s. Children had to act as guardians to the workhouse and,
using case files, had to decide who they would let in. Year 5 were fantastic on this trip, getting
really stuck in and learnt so much about the Victorian justice system.
In Science, they have been learning about forces. The topic began with exploring the impact that
different forces have on objects. They have carried out an investigation to discover how effective
parachutes of different sizes are on slowing down a falling object.

Year 6 update
Year 6 have had an incredibly busy term in the lead up to SATs. They enjoyed having extra breaks
and eating their breakfast together in the staff room. To celebrate all their hard work, Year 6 spent
a day out in St Ives playing games with their teachers, playing the beautiful sunshine and had a
picnic. A well-deserved treat! The children have also been very busy creating masterpieces in art –
they have used a variety of styles including: sketching, shapes and colours in the style of
Kandinsky and finally pointillism inspired art.
Just a note that the Bradford Schools transition day is Wednesday 6th July. Our Year 6 children will
be attending their allocated Secondary School for transition on this day therefore year 6 do not
come to Harden school on this day.

COMMUNITY SECTION
Harden Village Gala is being held on Saturday 18th June. There
will be a parade through the village and fair type activities/stalls
at Harden Park in the big field.
Costume judging is between 1pm and 1.15pm at North Walk in
Harden and then the parade sets off promptly at 1.30pm (from
North Walk).
The PTFA has chosen the school gala theme, which is RED, WHITE & BLUE.
This year the Gala Committee have arranged for a spitfire to
fly over at Harden Park at 2pm. The Gala queen is Lottie
Kershaw, attendants are Poppy Pennington and Sabrina butt
that were chosen at the Xmas disco in 2019.

Harden Horticultural Society

The Harden horticultural Society would like to encourage
children to plant a sunflower and enter it in their Sunflower
competition at the Horticulutural show on 11th September.
There is a £25 prize for the tallest sunflower grown by a
Harden Primary School student.

AWARE – Airedale and Wharfedale Autism Resource

