Summer Term 2
Newsletter
Upcoming Dates
15th July—Reception Parent Event @ 2.15pm
18th July—Year 4 Parent Event @ 2.15pm & 3pm Y4 Whitby Parent Talk
19th July—Y3 Parent Event @ 9am
19th July—Y6 McHarden Lunch Day
19th July—Ice Cream Van visit—thanks to the PTFA
20th July —Y2 Forest School Day
20th July—Y6 Leavers Performance (evening)
22nd July—Final Assembly / Leavers Assembly @ 2pm (Parents Welcome)
22nd July—LAST DAY OF TERM
TUESDAY 6th SEPTEMBER—School Re-opens

Dear Parents/Carers,
It has certainly been a very busy half term. We have seen many classes across school enjoying trips to Keighley Worth Valley Railway, Magna science museum, Lotherton Hall for an
evacuee day and have lots of diverse transition events held at Bradford City! As well as the
educational visits there has been many other curriculum enhancements such as our Jubilee
celebration, and our ‘Urban Strides’ street dance workshop for KS2.
It was lovely to see the sunshine and the children enjoying an exciting and well-supported
sports day. Thank you to every one that joined us over the two afternoons and a special
thanks to those who even took part, we have ordered a new extra-strong tug of war rope
ready for next year!
It has also been wonderful to watch our student council grow, by putting on such a big event
like the Jubilee celebration and our Eco committee have been busy working towards their
‘Green Flag’ award which they have now been awarded with distinction. We have had many
other extra-curricular activities happen over this half term such as our Year 5 and Year 6 representatives competing in the Brownlee Triathalon in Bradford, our Reception and Year 6
‘Bikeability’ sessions and forest schools which have begun for our oldest children and will
continue in the Autumn term for all children in the school. We are already in the early stages
of planning next year’s trips, residentials and sporting events for children to take part in.

You will have also seen the exciting new changes that have been happening in our EYFS and
KS1 outdoor areas. We have new play equipment, a weather canopy and outdoor learning enhancements for the children to enjoy. We would like to thank you for your patience during our
building works and can not wait to see children enjoy the changes for years to come.
As we near the end of term we reflect on another busy year and begin to say our goodbyes to
the Year 6 children (who are currently on residential in Ingleborough), following a wonderful party at The Bankfield hotel, and will be preparing for their final show next week.
We would like to remind you that we have our end of year assembly at 2pm on Friday 23 rd July.
This is always a well-attended event and can be a bit of squeeze (lots of standing) but is a wonderful way to celebrate some further achievements of the year.
Thank you as always for your continued support throughout
this busy year.

Leanne Ruddock, Head of School &
Kirsty Hutchinson, Executive Headteacher
Awards
Positive Parental Engagement

At Harden we are very proud to have achieved the Positive Parental Engagement Mark of Excellence which acknowledged our
positive engagement with and support for parents and carers.
We continue to strive to work with our parents to work together as
partners in education.

Green Flag
We are delighted and excited to share our news!!!! We have
been awarded an ‘Eco School’s Green Flag with distinction’
award! The Eco Schools accreditation process considered many
things including how ‘students have taken ownership of the project and the way in which we promote democratic values’. They
felt we had taken a reflective, environmental review and built our
action plan on this basis, involving children from all year groups.
The accreditation also considered how we have already embedded some work into our curriculum with our ‘Global goals’ topic
weeks and how we plan to include more work across the curriculum. They commented on our commitment to litter picking, and
working with Bradford West Rotary club to plant 500 trees as
part of the Queen’s canopy project. We still have such a lot of
ideas in the pipeline but it is wonderful to see some recognition
for this group of children’s enthusiasm. As we move in to the
new academic year we will be recruiting new members to join
the committee and bring along their own ideas.

Governor Update—Jenni Mayo—Chair of Governors
Hello,
After a challenging start to the academic year, I am delighted to report that my fellow Board
members and I have finally been able to leave the virtual world of governance and resume our
school visits. It’s really inspiring to see the children enjoying their learning and to hear them
talk so proudly and passionately about their school. We have also been hugely impressed with
the dedication and passion of the Harden staff team, who are so keen to work alongside us to
ensure that your children receive the best education possible.
As Chair, my role is to support and challenge leadership and management of the school and
also to work with my fellow governor, Will Pickles, to monitor the overall quality of education.
As many of you will know, a new phonics scheme (Little Wandle) has been introduced this
year, along with a new, daily mental maths scheme to improve understanding of number for
our younger children. We have tracked both initiatives from their introduction last Autumn
through to this Summer term, and their positive impact on the children’s learning has certainly
been clear to see.
Over the last three years, we have also seen the implementation and impact of the wider subject curriculum, which has been carefully constructed to ensure that Harden pupils experience
a rich diet of academic, cultural and citizenship education. This is motivational and fully inclusive, to give every child the crucial skills and knowledge they will need to succeed in the future
– whilst also making learning fun!
So as we draw near to the end of term, on behalf of the Local Advisory Board I would like to
once again pay tribute to all school and Exceed Academies Trust staff for everything they have done and continue to do, to ensure that Harden pupils have
not been disadvantaged by the COVID pandemic. We have come through the
most challenging of times together as a school community and the future for
Harden Primary is bright.

Have a wonderful Summer break with your children.
Kind regards,
Jenni

COMMUNITY SECTION
The Harden Village Gala was a huge success, 2 of our pupils were attendants to the Gala Queen (and the Gala Queen
used to attend Harden Primary. The Gala was a huge success and made it in to the news!
https://www.keighleynews.co.uk/news/20220956.triumphant
-return-harden-childrens-gala-photos/
The PTFA Gala Ping Pong game raised £120. Did you know
this fantastic game was made by one of our parents?

Sports Day
We hosted two fabulous sports days last week Our KS2 one was held down at Harden Cricket
field, and the KS1 and Reception one was held in the school grounds. It was great to see sack
races, egg and spoon, three-legged, relays and obstacle courses to name a few. Both events
were very well attended, and the children showed determination, perseverance, and great team
spirit. Well done everyone.
Big thank you to Richard Falkingham for allowing us to use Harden Cricket Club for the KS2
Sports Event.

PTFA & Fathers Day Shop
The school and PTFA would like to thank you all for taking part in the Father’s Day initiative.
The PTFA are always looking at less waste and more eco friendly ways of doing something
special for Father’s Day.
You helped to raise approx. £400 which will be used to towards Forest School sessions for
each year group, Year 5 and 6 have already had theirs and the other year groups will have
their session when we return in the Autumn term.
The PTFA Break the Rules Day was a huge success raising £426 which will go towards the
end of term treat of an ice cream van visiting school and giving the children an ice cream
each. What a lovely what a lovely way to end the year. Thank you Jenny, Abi and Julie for all
your hard work hosting these events.

Recommended Reads
We are often asked to recommend new books suitable for the different year groups, so here
are our top picks of this month! If you have any great ‘Reads’, come and see Mrs Ruddock or
Miss C Hall so we can share!

Recommended for Years 1, 2 & 3
Mrs Moore would like to recommend this series of books
for children in years 2 and 3 to read independently and
year 1 to have as a bedtime story. If you love animals and
silliness these stories are for you. Meet the penguins who
are trying everything they can to save the zoo from closing.
Will their stunt team performance keep the zoo open, or
will it just be pandemonium? Or take a trip to the Kalahari
Desert and join a mob of meerkats on an exciting and daring adventure. There are lots more titles in the series featuring different animals - panda panic, llama drama and
Otter Chaos are just a few so have a look and see if your
favourite animal is starring in this book. I would recommend these books to anyone who loves animals and enjoys a funny story - great summer holiday reading.

Recommended for Years 4, 5 & 6
Mrs Lofthouse would like to recommend ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone for children in Years 4, 5 and 6. Harry has no idea of his past
and lives with an Aunty and Uncle who treat him badly. However, an unexpected visitor changes his life forever and he becomes involved in a world
of wizardry, he never knew existed. This book is enjoyable from start to
finish, with lots of surprises, sparks imagination and brings magic to life. I
would highly recommend this book as I struggled to put it down because I
couldn’t wait to find out what happened next.

Parent Events
Please find below dates of our upcoming summer term Parent Events.
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

Friday 15th July 2:15pm
Wednesday 13th July 9am
Wednesday 13th July 2:15pm
Tuesday 19th July 9am
Monday 18th July @ 2.15pm - then 3pm Whitby Talk
Tuesday 12th July 9am
Wednesday 20th July 2pm & 6pm

Reception Update
The children in Reception have shown a huge interest in maths! They’ve loved adding and
subtracting numbers and using the different resources to support them in their lessons. They
have had a focus on number bonds to ten and the children did a fantastic job learning all the
different ways we can make ten by adding. They recognised the pattern when writing the calculations and all had a go at using their maths book to present their work ready for year 1!

Reception have also had a fantastic time taking part in bike ability. They learnt all about how
to stay safe on their bikes, thinking about helmets and how to use the brakes. They took part
in obstacle courses, practising turning, changing direction, and going at different speeds.

Year 1 Update
It has been a busy last half term of Year 1, they have all matured and shown that they are ready
for Year 2! They have been thoroughly engrossed in their Science topic about plants, looking at
the differences between seeds and bulbs and which plants are produced from them, everyone
had fun examining the different variations! This week they have planted their own sunflowers
and are hoping they grow as tall as them. Year 1 have also enjoyed their current topic on the
‘Weather’, they have completed a daily weather chart, made rain catchers and performed their
very own weather forecast to the rest of the class. Alongside all of this they have been practicing their postcard writing in English, inspired by Sunny from the book Meerkat Mail.

Year 2 Update
This half term Year 2 have found lots of ways to link their learning to food. In maths they were
learning how to weigh in grams and measure liquids in millilitres, this led to lots of practical opportunities baking buns and creating their own fruit mocktails. The food theme continued in DT
as they learnt about food technology, kitchen safety and food hygiene. They then practiced their
peeling, chopping and slicing skills by making fruit kebabs. Year 2 then learnt about the different
food groups and how these help to ensure we eat a healthy diet. They then used this
knowledge to design their own healthy snack for an Olympic athlete, they were delicious!

Year 3 Update
This half term, year 3 had an amazing day out at Magna Science Adventure Centre. They explored the four different areas which were all about the four elements that are needed to make
steel. In the fire pavilion, the children watched a fire tornado being created, which reached five
metres! The water pavilion was a second favourite, as the children walked through a rain shower and tried to hit targets using water guns. Their last activity was a workshop, where children
worked in groups to make their own paint before creating a volcanic eruption using lemonade.
The children were all fantastic representations of our school and enjoyed their learning by asking lots of questions on their way around the museum

Year 4 Update
Year 4 started this half term with two amazing days celebrating the Queens Jubilee, where we had fun finding out about the Queens life, making jam tarts and
painted some fantastic watercolours of Westminster Abby where she was married.
In science, they have been learning about the different parts of a flower and began their topic by dissecting flowers and trying to identify different parts. They
then set up different experiments in class to find out how plants grow really well.
To find out how water is transported in a plant we used red food colouring and
celery, making observations about the colour of the stem. Year 4 had a trip to
Lotherton Hall as part of their World War II topic, they dressed as evacuees and
had a fantastic experience. They all had lots of fun completing a first aid course,
learning how to send and decipher morse code, and looking at artefacts from the
past.

Year 5 Update
Year 5 have been learning all about St Ives in Topic this half term. They began their learning
with a trip to St Ives where they acted as historical detectives, using primary sources as clues
to make predictions about the past. They investigated the history of the of St Ives estate and
how Harden has changed over time. Throughout this unit, their historical skills have developed
massively and Year 5 have all become true historians.
In Art, Year 5 have been looking at using found objects from nature to combine skills to create a
work of art. So far, they have explored texture through leaf rubbings and the use of light in
sketching. As they are working towards their final piece, they have created collages of twigs
and leaves, thinking carefully about their design and the textures it will produce in their foilcovered final versions.

Year 6 Update
This half term, Year 6 attended a Boy87 event at Bradford City’s Valley Parade. There were
over 2,700 children from different schools across the district who attended. The day consisted
of poetry readings; bhangra dancing and a special message from the author od Boy87! Ela
Fountain.

Year 6 also participated in a Bikeability day, which was held by trained instructors. The staff
were incredibly impressed by the whole classes sensible attitude and dedication. Though they
were faced with difficult challenges, they gave everything a go and even surprised themselves
in what they could achieve - well done Year 6!

There's a big incentive around Yorkshire
this season to promote women's and girls'
cricket.
We had our first taster session last Friday
which 8 ladies turned up and really enjoyed it.
The club are also running cricket from ages 4 and upwards.
Kind Regards, Richard Falkingham
07855049892

Gadgeteers Summer Reading Challenge 2022
Bradford Libraries has lots of SUMMER FUN to offer children and their families.
It’s HERE! … the Summer Reading Challenge 2022 Gadgeteers. The fun starts
this Saturday 9th July.
Please find below the Gadgeteers Summer Reading Challenge 2022 Bradford Libraries Summer Events & Activities Programme. Free events for families at libraries around the district throughout the summer.
For more info, please visit: https://www.bradford.gov.uk/libraries

Story Trails weekend at City Library, Bradford
Story Trails is a one-of-a-kind, immersive storytelling experience, where untold
stories from the past are brought to life using augmented and virtual reality and
the voices of the local community. As the UK’s largest immersive storytelling archive project, it will change the way we tell stories about ourselves, reanimating
public spaces across the UK and inspire a national conversation about who we
are and where we are going. Expect lots of exciting activities for all ages, including VR headsets and two guided tours that use immersive technology to bring
history to life! Story Trails comes to Bradford on Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd July at City Library. For more info: www.story-trails.com

